ABSTRACT.-The present paper distinguishes A. argutum, an unrecognized but widespread species from South America, from the related A. latifolium, and designates a lectotype for A. argutum.
FIG. 1. Range of Adiantum argutum
original description. The photograph of the other syntype (Splitgerber 290) resembles A. latifolium Lam., although we can not place it there with certainty.
According to Splitgerber (1840) , A. argutum has a long-creeping rhizome; the laminae are lustrous adaxially and have 3 or 4 pinna pairs, acuminate pinnules, a subrhombic terminal pinnule, reduced and flabellate basal pinnules, sparse, minute setiform scales abaxially, and oblong sori. In fact, these characters distinguish this species from all others closely related to it. Other important features to recognize A. argutum are the distant fronds and the idioblasts on the abaxial surface of the pinnules.
Unfortunately, over the years, the Splitgerber species was included within the concept of A. latifolium by Vareschi (1969, p. 734) , Kramer (1978, p. 91) , Tryon and Stolze (1989, p. 66), and Smith (1995, p. 259) . In other cases, the name was synonymized under this species, by Posthumus (1928, p. 105) , Lellinger (1989, p. 148) , and Cremers and Hoff (1990, p. 19) .
Adiantum argutum demonstrates its close affinity to A. latifolium mainly in its slender, long-creeping rhizome, 2-pinnate fronds, and stipe and rachis covered by deltate to lanceolate scales with a pectinate base. However, A. latifolium differs by its smaller, obtuse to subacute pinnules with a roundish apex that are abaxially glaucous, glabrous, and without idioblasts.
Adiantum incertum Lindm. differs from A. argutum and A. latifolium in having the scales on the abaxial surface of the pinnules hairlike and with a few basal processes, rather than having such scales with a pectinate base or totally lacking scales. In addition, it is a species restricted to Paraguay and extra-Amazonian Brazil: Goiás ( 
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